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rived. We may feel sure that if writing were ever
in early times employed to supplant custom, that
purpose would clearly appear in the most ancient
codes of which we have any knowledge.

Omitting any reference to the Code of Draco, of
which we know little or nothing, the first consider-
able employment of writing in the composition of
laws was in Athens by Solon some time about the
year 594 B.C. For a long period prior to this, Athens
had been a large populous State, and had reached
a high stage of civilisation. Its citizens were ex-
tensively engaged in commerce and in various forms
of industry, and a regular government, with an
archon, or archons, for chief rulers, had existed for
several centuries. It was the age which just preceded
the most glorious period of Grecian history, the
period of Thermopylae and Marathon. Moreover,
intellectual cultivation had advanced to a con-
siderable elevation. Thales was already indulging
those philosophical speculations which two centu-
ries later were carried forward with a power and
subtlety never since surpassed, by Socrates, Plato,
and Aristotle. In such a society, with such pur-
suits, the law of contract must find a most important
place, and there is indeed occasion for a juristic
system approaching, though not reaching, in extent
and refinement that which we find in the advanced
period of Roman civilisation, or in the cultivated
societies of modern times.

What, then, was the principal motive which in-
duced the people of Athens, under the guidance of
Solon, to seek to embody their will in written Ian-